
 

Soil-transmitted helminthiases: Implications of climate change and human
behavior

   
   
   
Abstract:

Soil-transmitted helminthiases (STHs) collectively cause the highest global burden of parasitic disease after
malaria and are most prevalent in the poorest communities, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. Climate
change is predicted to alter the physical environment through cumulative impacts of warming and extreme
fluctuations in temperature and precipitation, with cascading effects on human health and wellbeing, food
security and socioeconomic infrastructure. Understanding how the spectrum of climate change effects will
influence STHs is therefore of critical importance to the control of the global burden of human parasitic
disease. Realistic progress in the global control of STH in a changing climate requires a multidisciplinary
approach that includes the sciences (e.g. thermal thresholds for parasite development and resilience) and
social sciences (e.g. behavior and implementation of education and sanitation programs).

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pt.2010.06.009   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Temperature

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Rural, Tropical

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States
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 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Region

Other African Region: sub-saharan

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Helminthiases

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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